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Happenings at the December stated 
WB Darrell Cline reported that we still have a roof 
leak, and the contractor has been notified. 

We had a great time assisting Midland Chapter #260 
OES with their Chicken & Dumplings Dinner on the 
9th.  The food was superb and turnout was great. 

The WM reported that we ended the year with 135 
regular members. 

 

30 of us fellowshipped at this stated.  We had two visi-
tors.  Only 19%(26) of our MM regular membership 
were present!   

For Masonic education, Brother Dan Johnson read the 
poem, “Last Night I Knelt Where Hiram Knelt”.  

We Elected one brother to membership. 

The WM announced that we had retrieved the District 
28 Traveling Gavel with a visit to Cabarrus #720! 

     Brother Gary Scoff, Past Master of Naval Lodge No. 4 and Chief Historian of the National Park Service in the 
National Capital area, reports that the Washington National Monument Society in 1851 and 1853 solicited mem-
bers of the Masonic Order nationally through the Grand Lodges, to make contributions to a fund that was used 
for the construction of the Washington Monument. 
     According to Brother Scoff the Society solicited each state and territory to present a carved memorial stone for 
placement in the interior of the monument walls. Soon thereafter stones began to arrive from across the country, 
and by 1855 the Society had installed 92 commemorative stones of diverse size and composition. Among the stones 
collected were 22 of Masonic origin. 
     In ascending the Monument from ground level the first Masonic stone encountered is that of the Grand Lodge 
of the District of Columbia at the 50-foot landing. Adjacent to it is the stone of Naval Lodge No. 4 of the District of 
Columbia. Both of these stones are of marble. The rest of the Masonic stones are described by Brother Scott as fol-
lows: "Masonic stones again appear at the ninth landing at the 110 foot level with the marble stones of the Grand 
Lodges of Ohio, New York and Kentucky. D. Boiler of Cincinnati carved the Ohio stone which contains a compass 
and square, an all-seeing eye, and a sword resting on a book. The New York stone was carved by Owens and New-
land of Utica, New York and contains a compass and square. The Kentucky stone cites Washington as a Christian 
Mason and contains the compass and square, all-seeing eye, and sword upon the constitution. W. Strobridge of  
           (Continued on p2) 

Masonic Education.  MASONIC STONES OF THE WASHINGTON  MONUMENT,  Source: 
Quoted from the Spring 1997 issue of The Voice of Freemasonry, published by the Grand Lodge, F.&.A.M., of the 
District of Columbia  

Upcoming events of interest 
January 7th—Installation of officers for 2017.  MM 
emergent communication will open at 10:30 to conduct 
associated business, and the Installation will follow im-
mediately—11:00.  Refreshments for members, family 

and friends will follow the Installation. 

January 9th—Stated Communication.  Supper at 
6:30pm, meeting at 7:30pm. 
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January Birthdays (by age) 
AGE / BIRTH DATE REPORT 
(sorted by age on birth date)  
80 01/03/1936 CHARLES E. MORRIS JR 

78 01/09/1938 JAMES F. MORGAN 

74 01/01/1942 GERALD L. GRESHAM 

72 01/15/1944 ROGER D. RICE 

70 01/19/1946 JACKIE H. HARTSELL 

69 01/01/1947 COY D. BLACKMAN 

66 01/03/1950 KENNETH W. FLOYD 

63 01/19/1953 SAMUEL B. KEENEY 

58 01/16/1958 JIMMY W. BROOKS 

55 01/18/1961 JOSEPH A. ABBATIELLO 

49 01/22/1967 MICHAEL W. HATLEY 

42 01/18/1974 BILLY D. MCKENZIE JR 

December Birthdays (by age) 
AGE / BIRTH DATE REPORT 
(sorted by age on birth date)  

88 12/05/1927 ELLIS P. AUSTIN 

82 12/15/1933 CLADWELL P. HATLEY 

82 12/31/1933 ATLAS J. RUSHING 

79 12/03/1936 BILLY M. SLOOP 

78 12/04/1937 BROOKS R. MULLIS 

73 12/06/1942 WILLIAM B. RITCHIE 

70 12/17/1945 HERIOT L. MULLIS 

69 12/01/1946 CHARLES C. LUDWIG 

67 12/03/1948 RICHARD D. SIMPSON 

65 12/03/1950 DARRELL E. CLINE 

62 12/01/1953 WILLIAM A. BROOKS JR 

58 12/27/1957 MARK B. DOUGLAS 

43 12/26/1972 BRIAN A. BECK 

41 12/14/1974 DAVID A. BULLOCK 

23 12/28/1992 JOSHUA A. PEACOCK 

22 12/28/1993 AUSTIN J. KIKER 
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Frankfort, Kentucky was the stone carver. 
     At the 120-foot level on the tenth landing is the unadorned stone of Patmos Lodge No. 70 Masons, Ellicott City, 
Maryland. It is dated February 22, 1852, and made of rough granite. The eleventh level at 130 feet contains the 
native marble stone of Mount Lebanon Lodge, No. 226, Ancient York Masons, Lebanon, Pennsylvania. The stone is 
dated 1851. Nearby is the ornamented marble stone of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, containing the names of do-
nors and Grand Lodge officials.  Alex Gaddess, a member of the committee, was the ''maker." The stone is dated 
1850 and contains a carved figure of Father Time in supplication before an altar. His eyes are fixed on a star in 
the heavens, and he is pointing to the open book on the altar with his left hand. He holds a scythe. An hour glass 
rests on the ground. Also at this level is the marble stone of Masons of the Washington Lodge Number 21 of the 
city of New York. Carved on the stone are a smiling sun, a plumb, a trowel, a triangle containing the letter G, and 
a square and compass on a Bible. 
     The twelfth level at 140 feet contains three Masonic stones. The state of Alabama contributed an interesting 
Alabama marble stone containing what must have been the seal of its Grand Lodge. Masonic symbols are arrayed 
in the circle of the seal around and within an archway resting on two columns. The inscription states that the 
stone was presented by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Alabama, Dec. 
6th, A.L. 5849 (1849).  
     The Masons of Georgia contributed a Georgia marble stone with a 15-inch shield containing a raised circle 7 
inches in diameter. The circle contains an all seeing eye and a compass and square. The inscription reads: The 
Grand Lodge of Georgia. Founded 1735 A.D. Fratrem Meminisse. On the raised seal is Prosunt Omnibus. The 
stone is signed by J.B. Artope who may have been the carver. 
     The Grand Lodge of Illinois sent a very dramatic stone showing a wall of finished ashlar containing within it 
an archway supported by two columns. Within the archway is a bearded man, perhaps Father Time, owing to the 
hour glass at his feet. In front of him is a young maiden standing before a broken column. She holds an acacia 
branch in her right hand. In her left she grips a mallet resting on an open book. The bearded figure of Time seems 
to be stroking her hair.  J. Jewel has signed the tablet and may have been the sculptor-carver. The stone is dated 
1853. 
     Moving up to the fourteenth landing at 160 feet there is a marble Masonic stone from Lafayette Lodge No. 64, 
F.& A.M., New York City, Septernber 16 A.L. 5853 A.D. 1853. The stone contains a square and compass under the 
words, "our tribute". At the fifteenth landing, on the 170-foot level is a granite Stone from Washington Lodge  
           (Continued on p3) 
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(Continued from p2) 
F.& A M., Roxbury, Massachusetts. The stone is actually from a later period and arrived at the monument in 
1871. With the stone came a letter to John Carrol Brent, secretary of the Society, from John F. Newton, Boston, 
Massachusetts, May 10, 1871: "And may we but express the hope that the step our Lodge has taken be but the 
initiatory one, which will give the completion of the monument a new impetus. And I hope our example will be 
followed by other lodges and Masonic institutions throughout our beloved country. And feeling a deep interest in 
the completion of the monument I beg to make a suggestion, and that is this, if your society, making an appeal to 
each Lodge and Masonic Institution throughout the country, I think it would meet with a generous and hearty 
response."  
     On the 180-foot level, at the sixteenth landing, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania contributed a richly carved 
marble stone. Prominent upon the stone is carved an arch and keystone. The keystone contains a seal with four 
quarterings with a lion, a man, a cow, and an eagle, traditional emblems of the four apostles. Above the seal on 
the keystone is "Holiness unto the Lord"; below the seal is "From the Keystone State, A.D. 1851 A.L. 5851." Above 
the keystone two angels guard with uplifted wings a small ark of the covenant. To the right of the arch is a crum-
bling wall surmounted by masonic tools set against a wooded hill. To the left is a wall of finished ashlar sur-
mounted by a masonic altar and tools against another wooded hill. In the clouds on a banner to either side of the 
keystone is the inscription "Ad majorem Supremi Architect Glorium". 
     At the 200-foot level, eighteenth landing, Virginia presented two Masonic stones. The first is presented by St. 
John's Lodge No. 36, F.&.A.M., Richmond. The stone is granite with a raised marble Bible carved with a com-
pass and square. The stone is signed J.T. Rogers, Richmond. The stone from the Grand Lodge of Virginia is 
granite with a raised border and also contains a carved Bible with compass and square. It bears the inscription: 
"By the Grand Lodge of Accepted, Ancient and Free Masons of Virginia. Lo' She gave to this Republic, the Chief 
Corner Stone. Aug. 4 A.L. 5854." J.T. Rodgers, Richmond, has signed the lower border.  
     Moving up to the nineteenth landing at 210 feet, the Grand Lodge of Iowa, A.F. & A.M. contributed a simple 
granite stone from an Iowa quarry and squared by an Iowa craftsman. It was shipped prepaid as a gift of 80,000 
Free and Accepted Masons of Iowa, and was received and acknowledged by Charles Stanbury on June 22, 1877. 
     The Grand Lodge of the State of Mississippi contributed a carved sandstone stone "to their W. Brother George 
Washington." The stone has a raised border. A compass and square and an arm upraised with a mallet appear 
on the left and right side of the inscription. A letter from Wm. Miller, Grand Secretary, Natchez, Mississippi to E. 
Whittlesey which is dated August 10, 1854, acknowledged the receipt of the stone at the Monument and remitted 
the cost of shipping, $7.50. 
     The stone given by the Grand Lodge of Arkansas is the most fanciful of all. The lettering is an accentuated 
script with ornate characters. The inscription reads "Ad glorium fratis nostris et patris patriae." The various 
Masonic items are given exaggerated shapes. A coffin adorns the lower portion. An exaggerated eye with a bushy 
eyebrow peeks from within an ornate letter G.  According to the American Organ, September 5, 1856, the stone 
was done in the marble yard of Alexander Rutherford, by a young man and apprentice. The stone arrived on the 
Monument grounds September 5, 1856.  
     The last masonic stone is at the 230-foot level, the twenty-first landing. It is marble and presented by the 
Grand Lodge of the State of Florida. Its raised border creates a frame effect for the simple compass and square in 
the center of the stone.  
     By 1854, the Washington National Monument society had exhausted its funds and all work stopped at the 
150-foot level. Turmoil within the Society, bad economic times, and the fury of the coming Civil War and its af-
termath halted monument construction for 22 years. There is still a discernible line between courses of differing 
stonework indicating the resumption of Monument construction, funded now by Congress, on August 2, 1876, 
and spurred on by the centennial celebration of the Declaration of Independence. The Army Corps of Engineers 
carried on construction of the monument until its completion in 1885. Whether or not Society Secretary John 
Carrol Brent was moved by the letter from the Lodge in Roxbury, Massachusetts, he began to again send another 
solicitation to Masonic bodies and other fraternal orders. Between July and September 1874 over two hundred  
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Don’t forget to pass the word around that our Fellowship Hall 

is available to rent.  Provide any interested party the mobile 

phone number for WB Darrell Cline, who manages all of the 

reservations.   (704) 791-9470 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 497 
MIDLAND, NC  28107 

UNION MASONIC LODGE #618,  
A.F.&A.M.  

Phone: NO PHONE SERVICE AT THE FACILITY 
Fax: NO FAX SERVICE AT THE FACILITY 

MAKING GOOD MEN BETTER. 

2B1ASK1 

Newsletter Editor:  R. Darrell Long, PM 
         Secretary of Union Lodge #618 

Send any constructive criticisms or com-
ments to  
 rdarrell@earthlink.net 
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pledges were received by the Society from every part of the country, primarily from the Masons, Odd Fellows, 
Knights of Pythias, Red Men, and other fraternal bodies. By April 15, 1875, 211 Masonic lodges across the coun-
try had responded to Brent's call including the Grand Lodges of Florida, Illinois, Ohio, and Massachusetts, the 
last three named Grand Lodges giving $1,000 each. Mithras Lodge of Perfection, A.A.S.R., Washington D.C. 
made a contribution as did 24 Royal Arch Chapters and 5 Commandries. These stones today may be seen by the 
visitor who takes scheduled tours walking down the interior staircase of the monument. The walk down is a bit 
long and tedious and suitable only for the athletically inclined. Monument visitors may inquire about these 
walking tours by calling the Washington Monument Ranger Station at 202-426-6841. The National Park Service 
hopes to install a glass window elevator so that all visitors may view the 193 memorial stones as they make the 
five-minute elevator ascension to the top of the Monument. 

OFFICERS—2016 

First Row left to right: Tyler, Thomas M. Little, PM; Junior War-

den, John R. Nash; Master, Thomas L. Nash, Jr.; Senior War-

den, David G. Nash; Senior Steward, Nicholas M. Stancil; Jun-

ior Steward, David F. Barbee.  

Second Row left to right: Treasurer, Robert L. Little; Senior Dea-

con, Daniel B. Johnson; Chaplain, Douglas E. Martin, PM; Sec-

retary, R. Darrell Long, PM; Junior Deacon, Dustin S. Grooms. 


