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Happenings at the June stated 

The WM reported that we had seven offic-
ers/members at the June 7th SOI, and that 
he was very pleased with the school. 

Brother Tommy Nash presented an interest-
ing talk on the FC lecture’s ”five steps”  and 
curiosities about the pillars/columns. 

The Secretary announced that 2014 would 
be his last year as Lodge Secretary. 

24 of us fellowshipped at this stated.  We had 
two visitors.  16% of our MM membership was 
present. 

We elected two petitioners to receive the degrees 
in Masonry. 

We are sponsoring three youth to Camp 
Rainbow this year. 

Received planning reports regarding our  La-
dies Night Banquet and Charities Golf Tour-
nament. 

THE MILITARY AND FREEMASONRY  by James M. Pollard, JW, Cherrydale Lodge No. 42 

From  
VIRGINIA MASONIC HERALD, April 1989 

Freemasonry came to the new world in large part with the military Lodges attached to various British regi-
ments.  Thus, it is that almost from the very beginning to this country Freemasonry and the military have gone 
hand in hand through our history.  Unfortunately, the written history of our Fraternity in the early years is 
almost non-existent. 

The Warrant or Charter of the early military Lodges was usually given to the Regimental Commander and all 
of a Lodge’s furniture, ornaments, lights, jewels, etc., as well as the Warrant itself, was usually limited in size  
           (continued on p2) 

Masonic Education.   The Military and Freemasonry   

Upcoming events of interest 

June 10th—FC Degree.  Supper at 6:30, 
degree work at 7:30. 

June 23rd—EA Degree.  Supper at 6:30, 
degree work at 7:30.  Officer Practices—
6/12 and 6/19 at 7:00pm, 6/22 at 5:00pm. 

July 14th—Stated Communication.  Sup-

per at 6:30pm, meeting at 7:30pm. 

Schools on 2nd and 4th Sundays.  Next 
scheduled on July 26th. 

Charities Golf Tournament October 
3rd, and Ladies Night Banquet October 
18th. 
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June Birthdays (by age) 
AGE / BIRTH DATE REPORT 
(sorted by age on birth date)  
 
82 06/17/1932 WILLIAM T. JOHN-
SON 

69 06/06/1945 CLAUDE H. HELMS 

66 06/23/1948 RICHARD F. THORN-
BURG 

53 06/03/1961 ROBERT A. BURGESS 
JR 

49 06/14/1965 JAMES W. BENNETT JR 

48 06/24/1966 THOMAS B. HILL 

July Birthdays (by age) 

AGE / BIRTH DATE REPORT 
(sorted by age on birth date)  

77 07/29/1937 ROBERT F. SHINN 

72 07/19/1942 STEPHEN A. 
WHITE 

69 07/07/1945 BERNIE L. PENCE 

64 07/19/1950 DONALD T. HILL 

55 07/09/1959 JAMES K. HODGE 

53 07/05/1961 JEFFREY M. BRADLEY 

52 07/17/1962 STANLEY W. DRYE 

51 07/22/1963 CHARLES K. FURR 

50 07/06/1964 KENNETH J. KIKER 

50 07/28/1964 JOHN E. MILLS 

49 07/26/1965 DANIEL B. JOHN-
SON 

47 07/08/1967 BRIAN K. KNOX 

46 07/08/1968 ANTHONY W. WIL-
LIAMS 

(continued from p1) 
to that which could be carried in one small military chest.  Membership in these Lodges was usually limited to 
officers of the regiment; normally, civilians were not admitted although in some few cases this rule seems to 
have been overlooked. 

The first Warrant for a military Lodge was issued by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1732 to the First British 
Foot Regiment.  Within a few years the Grand Lodge of Scotland and both the Grand Lodge of England, Mod-
ern and Antient were issuing Warrants to military Lodges.  By 1755, twenty-nine Warrants had been issued by 
theses for Grand Lodges combined.  The naval service was not very active in the formation of military Lodges, 
with only three such lodges known to have existed, all being warranted by the Modern Grand Lodge of Eng-
land. 

There were also military Lodges formed on the continent of Europe but these did not follow the form of the 
English Lodges.  The continental Lodges were all stationary in nature rather that traveling Lodges.  This, I 
think, was mostly due to the empire building of the British, as opposed to the continental power staying mostly 
land locked to Europe. 

The first record of a military Lodge Warrant being issued in the new world happened during the French and 
Indian Wars.  It was issued by the then Provincial Grand Master at Boston to the 28th British Foot in an expe-
dition against the French at Crown Point.  Several other such Lodges followed and during the American Revo-
lution one was issued to a Lodge named the “Movable Lodge.” 

During the American Revolution there were 10 Lodges working in the American army.  One of these Lodges 
was the American Union Lodge and that Lodge exists to this day under the Grand Lodge of Ohio as American 
Union Lodge No. 1. 

There were at least two instances during the war in which some of a British Lodge’s furniture, Warrant and 
jewels were captured by the Americans.  In both known cases there is also a record of these items being re-
stored to their owners by an honor guard under a flag of truce. 

One item of interest to the Marines is that the same Tun Tavern of Marine Corps fame was also the early home 
of the Masons of Philadelphia. 
           (continued on p3) 
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(continued from p2) 
The War of 1812 found no military Lodges being formed, I suspect in large part because most of the fighting 
was of a naval nature and what ground fighting there was more of the naval raid nature than that of an extend-
ed land campaign. 

During the Mexican War there were at least 12 traveling military Lodges formed and at least two of them ac-
companied our army to Mexico, although nothing is known of their work.  One of these Lodges was from Virgin-
ia, Virginia Military Lodge 1 being attached to the Virginia Regiment of Volunteers.  All of these Lodges 
worked under dispensation and none of them were ever chartered. 

During the War of Northern Aggression, or War Between The States, there were, depending on the source, be-
tween 77 and almost 200 military Lodges.  Virginia is reported to have had from 7 to 28 Lodges with the south-
ern armies.  Indiana led the list with 37 Lodges in the north and Texas is estimated to have had some 50 mili-
tary Lodges, although firm records do not exist to support that figure. 

Several Grand Lodges issued no dispensations, feeling either that the military Lodges were making Masons 
who could not have gained admission back home, or that such Lodges were an infringement on the Grand 
Lodge where the troops were stationed. 

Of local interest in this respect is the action of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia following the union 
occupation of Alexandria, Virginia early in the war.  This happened in 1862 when several residents of Alexan-
dria petitioned the Grand Lodge of D.C. for a dispensation to form a Lodge to be known as “Union Lodge.”  It 
was stated that there was no Lodge working in the city, that the Charter of Alexandria-Washington Lodge had 
been ransacked and forced to disband.  The Grand Lodge of D.C. granted this dispensation and this act was to 
cause strained relations between the two Grand Lodges for some years.  Not until after the war was this prob-
lem resolved by the merger of these two Lodges. 

Many Grand Lodges, and also Grand Master, came to regret what later was regarded as their too liberal issue 
of dispensation and never again would anything like the number issued during this period of our history be re-
peated.  This was due in part to the lack of any reports or returns to the Grand Lodges by most of the military 
Lodges. 

The Spanish-American War found only two military Lodges, one from Kentucky and one from North Dakota, 
although California granted three dispensations for formation of Lodges in the Philippines, which later led to 
the formation of the Grand Lodge of the Philippines. 

World War 1 saw only a few military Lodges granted dispensations.  Only three were granted for work within 
the United States.  Nine more were granted for work in France and Germany during the occupation.  There 
were also four dispensations issued but never used.  By this time there were only 17 Grand Lodges which fa-
vored military Lodges, Virginia being one of them, while there was an equal number which were opposed to 
such Lodges with 15 additional Grand Lodges whose attitude was unknown. 

With the return of the Charter of Lahneck Military Lodge Number 1186 to the Grand Lodge of Texas in July of 
1922, the last military Lodge in the United States ceased to exist.  Although there were several requested for 
dispensations during World War II, none were granted.  To find military Lodges today we must look to those 
chartered under the Grand Lodge of England and there are still some of these in existence. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(Excerpted from Wikipedia re Antient) 

Antient Grand Lodge England 
 
The Ancient Grand Lodge of England, as it is known today, or The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Hon-
ourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons (according to the Old Constitutions granted by His Royal 
Highness Prince Edwin, at York, Anno Domini nine hundred and twenty six, and in the year of Masonry four 
thousand nine hundred and twenty six) as they described themselves on their warrants, was a rival Grand 
Lodge to the Grand Lodge of England. It existed from 1751 until 1813 when the United Grand Lodge of Eng-
land was created from the two Grand Lodges. They are now called the Antients, in contrast to the Moderns, the 
           (continued on p4)  



Don’t forget to pass the word around that our Fellowship Hall 

is available to rent.  Provide any interested party the mobile 

phone number for WB Darrell Cline, who manages all of the 

reservations.   (704) 791-9470 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 497 
MIDLAND, NC  28107 
 
MASONIC TEMPLE ADDRESS: 
9650 HIGHWAY 601 

UNION MASONIC LODGE #618,  
A.F .&A.M. 

 
Phone: NO PHONE SERVICE AT THE FACILITY 
Fax: NO FAX SERVICE AT THE FACILITY 
LODGE WEB SITE:  unionlodge618.com 

MAKING GOOD MEN BETTER. 

2B1ASK1 

Newsletter Editor:  R. Darrell Long, 
PM 
         Secretary of Union Lodge #618 

Send any constructive criticisms or 
comments to  
 rdarrell@earthlink.net 

(conclusion; continued from p3) 
original Grand Lodge who had moved away from the ritual of Scotland, Ireland, and now the Antient Grand 
Lodge. This Grand Lodge was also informally called the Atholl Grand Lodge because the Third and Fourth 
Dukes of Atholl presided over it as Grand Masters for half of its 62-year existence. 

 
Although the Grand Lodge never spelled Antient with a 't', the convention 
was followed by the Moderns, and continues to be used by United Grand 
Lodge. Some confusion arises from the Ancients' own documentation. Their 
seals are inscribed Grand Lodge in London of Free and Accepted Masons Ac-
cording to the Old Institution(s), while in their masonic certificates, issued to 
new members, they called themselves the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of England according to the Old Constitutions.  
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OFFICERS—2014 

First Row left to right:  Senior Steward, John Robert 
Nash;  Senior Deacon, Thomas Lathan Nash, Jr.; 

Junior Warden, Vincent Joseph D’Andrea; Master, 
Thomas Michael Little; Tyler, David Lee Warwick; 
Junior Deacon, David Gordon Nash.  Second Row 

left to right:  Junior Steward, Perry Lee Sams; 
Treasurer, Robert Lee Little; Secretary, Roger Dar-

rell Long, PM; Senior Warden, Mitchell Allen Elliott;  
Chaplain, Douglas Eugene Martin, PM. 


