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Happenings at the May stated 

Approved donation of $100 to the restoration of 
the Zebulon Vance monument located near 
Asheville. 

Received two Petitions for the Degrees. 

Bro. Tommy Nash presented enlightening Ma-
sonic Education regarding the Holy Saints John. 

Scheduled a grounds work day for Saturday, 
5/17, assembly at 8:00am. 

32 of us fellowshipped at this stated.  We had 
three visitors.  21% of our MM membership was 
present. 

Brother Jeff Absher stood proficiency on the EA 
catechism, and was scheduled for his FC Degree. 

Presented a 25-yr service award to WB Larry 
Robbins and a 50-yr to WB Jimmie Barbee.  Pre-
sented a Grand Lodge Military Veterans Certifi-
cate to Bro. Jake Nance.  

The three degrees of Freemasonry symbolically represent the three stages of life: youth, manhood, and old age. 
The lodge symbolizes the world as a whole with the Entered Apprentice representing the youth entering the 
world and the Master Mason about to leave it. The Fellowcraft represents manhood, the period in which a man 
is in the prime of his life prepared to face the trials and tribulations of the world, and equipped to do its work. 
 
The work of the world is indeed the greatest endeavor of human life. Human progress is not carried forward by 
the ignorant or the unskilled as life is complex. Human progress rests on the shoulders of those who have 
knowledge, skill, and experience. This is the principal idea behind the Fellowcraft Degree. It is a drama of edu-
cation, the philosophy of enlightenment. The Degree is wise in its teachings and profound in its truths. 
 
As now practiced in Freemasonry, the lessons of the three degrees are built upon the Biblical description of 
King Solomon’s Temple constructed in Jerusalem as a monument to the God of the Israelites. The building of  
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Masonic Education.    The Fellow Craft Pillars 

Upcoming events of interest 

June 7th—School of Instruction.  Re-
freshments available at 7:00am. School 
starts at 8:00. Lunch break at 11:30. School 
resumes at 12:30.  Stokes Masonic Temple. 

June 9th—Stated Communication.  Sup-
per at 6:30pm, meeting at 7:30pm. 

June 10th—FC Degree, 6:30 supper, 7:30 
degree work.  Practices—5/27 and 6/3 at 
7:00pm 

Schools on 2nd and 4th Sundays.  Next 
scheduled on May 25th. 
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June Birthdays (by age) 

AGE / BIRTH DATE REPORT 
(sorted by age on birth date)  
 
82 06/17/1932 WILLIAM T. JOHN-
SON 

69 06/06/1945 CLAUDE H. HELMS 

66 06/23/1948 RICHARD F. THORN-
BURG 

53 06/03/1961 ROBERT A. BURGESS 
JR 

49 06/14/1965 JAMES W. BENNETT JR 

48 06/24/1966 THOMAS B. HILL 

May Birthdays (by age) 

AGE / BIRTH DATE REPORT 
(sorted by age on birth date)  

84 05/16/1930 JASON M. SALYER 

70 05/09/1944 OSCAR Y. HAR-
WARD 

67 05/24/1947 VICTOR J. GIAN-
GRANT 

66 05/04/1948 RICHARD D. TUCKER 

66 05/06/1948 DAVID F. BARBEE 

64 05/05/1950 MITCHELL A. EL-
LIOTT 

64 05/14/1950 RONNIE L. SNEED 

62 05/31/1952 JON R. STEWART 

60 05/31/1954 AMBROSE A. PURS-
ER 

59 05/14/1955 CURTIS A. BELK 

31 05/07/1983 DUSTIN S. GROOMS 
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this edifice is described in I Kings Chapters 5 through 7, while Chapter 8 describes the dedication of the Tem-
ple. A careful reading of these passages provides insight into the three degrees. 
 
The great pillars that figure so prominently in the ceremonies of the Fellowcraft Degree are reminiscent of the 
two pillars that stood in front of King Solomon’s Temple, not to support its roof but as symbolic reminders of 
the truths and forces in government and religion. While there have been many contradictions regarding the 
introduction of the pillars into the Masonic system, they are now universally recognized as part of the Fel-
lowcraft Degree. 
 
The terminology is confusing in the way pillar and column are used almost interchangeable in Masonic writ-
ings while each term has a distinct meaning. A pillar is a firm upright support for a superstructure such as an 
upper wall, floor, roof or arch. A pillar can be of any proportions necessary to perform the needed mechanical 
function of support. A pillar can also be a freestanding shaft that serves as a monument. A column is an archi-
tectural feature that is composed of a base, shaft, and capital that has definite geometric proportions and is 
designed to support as well as to adorn the building. Thus, both pillars and columns are primarily structural 
supports, the difference being that a column is an architectural feature designed to be functional while beauti-
fying the building. 
 
The Biblical account of the pillars of King Solomon’s Temple is contained in I Kings 7: 13-22, where the writer 
describes the work of Hiram, a skilled metal worker, in creating the pillars. In addition to this account, Flavius 
Josephus, a first century Jewish historian, provides the following account. 
 
Now Solomon sent for an artificer out of Tyre, whose name was Hiram. He was by birth of the tribe of Naphtali, 
on the mother’s side (for she was of that tribe), but his father was Ur, of the stock of the Israelites. This man 
was skillful in all sorts of work; but his chief skill lay in working in gold, and silver, and brass, by whom were 
made all the mechanical works about the temple, according to the will of Solomon. Moreover this Hiram made 
two hollow pillars, whose outsides were of brass, and the thickness of the brass was four fingers breadth, and 
the height of the pillars was eighteen cubits, and their circumference twelve cubits; but there was cast, with 
each of their chapiters, lily-work that stood upon the pillar, and it was elevated five cubits, round about which  
           (continued on p3) 
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(continued from p2) 
there was net-work interwoven with small palms made of brass, and covered with lily-work. To this also were 
hung two hundred pomegranates in two rows. The one of these pillars he set at the entrance of the porch on the 
right hand, and called it Jachin, and the other at the left hand, and called it Boaz. 
 
References to these two great pillars are found in pre-Grand Lodge of England rituals. Their symbolism is the 
same today as then. It is generally agreed that Boaz means “in him is strength” and Jachin, “he shall estab-
lish.” Thus, Boaz signifies strength while Jachin denotes establishment. As Masons, we should reflect upon the 
significance of the pillars as we construct our personal values and morals. The critics of Freemasonry object to 
the use of the pillars Jachin and Boaz in Masonic ritual for various reasons; however, the names and descrip-
tions are taken directly from the Bible (I Kings 7) and there is nothing sinister implied by the Masonic usage. 
 
The characteristics of the pillars present important symbolic lessons. The pillars are described in ornate detail 
with particular geometric attributes. The details of beauty and geometry are to encourage us to fully develop 
our minds regarding the mysteries of nature and the laws of the universe. Through an improved understanding 
of our surroundings and the works of nature we begin to develop a true appreciation for Deity and his mighty 
creation. 
 
The ornamental detail regarding the network, lily-work and pomegranates denote unity, peace, and plenty, re-
spectively. While the Biblical account does not provide a clear picture of what the capitals (chapiters) looked 
like, it does indicate they were highly ornate. The purpose of the network was to provide a background and its 
intricate, interconnected arrangement suggests unity. The lily-work represents peace, the lily being a symbol of 
both peace and purity. Peace is a noble attribute we should strive for in our spiritual relationship with God and 
as Masons, we should promote peace between all men. The pomegranates must have been striking with two 
hundred on each capital. The pomegranate fruit, due to the exuberance of its seed, is an emblem of plenty, 
which was one of its ancient significances. 
 
The explanation of the Fellowcraft Degree in the Masonic ritual provides very similar details of the two pillars 
provided in both the Biblical account of I Kings and that of Flavius Josephus. However, the Masonic ritual al-
ludes to two spherical bodies placed on top of the pillars, which represent the terrestrial and celestial spheres 
upon which maps of the features of the earth’s surface and heavenly bodies were depicted. An account of King 
Solomon’s Temple in II Chronicles 4: 13 suggests the pillars were topped with bowl-like containers. This Ma-
sonic addition, however, does not distract from the symbolism that together these spherical shapes represent 
the universality of Freemasonry. 
 
The Fellowcraft Pillars, as reminders of the two pillars Jachin and Boaz that stood in front of King Solomon’s 
Temple can be studied from two viewpoints. From one viewpoint, the pillars suggest the massive power, which 
upholds the universe, provides the laws of nature, and suggests the eternities of the heavens. Before such a 
Power, man should bow down and worship, engrave upon his heart that the Almighty God is indeed the creator 
of the universe and the giver of life, and realize that the most godlike man is one whose life is the most con-
structive. 
 
From another point of view, the pillars suggest the fact of birth, which has more and larger meanings than at 
first thought. One does not enter a well-furnished manhood by chance, like a blind man blundering through a 
doorway, but by virtue of study, labor, and preparation. On one-hand, there is the terrestrial sphere with its 
wisdom and knowledge concerning the earth, its physical existence, and its manual tasks to provide for himself 
and his family physically. On the other, there is the celestial sphere, with its wisdom of spiritual life, the con-
science and imagination, and of the intellect and study of God’s nature to provide for himself and his family 
spiritually. 
 
In the process of becoming a Fellowcraft Mason, you passed between the two great pillars, Jachin and Boaz, of 
your own free will. This signified you were no longer a youth but a man. You have the essentials for success, 
achievement, and happiness. If you passed these pillars with understanding, if you realize that power without 
control is dangerous, you have learned the lesson taught by the symbolism of the pillars. 
 
Source: The Grand Lodge of Texas  
http://www.masonsoftexas.com/content.php?418  



Don’t forget to pass the word around that our Fellowship Hall 

is available to rent.  Provide any interested party the mobile 

phone number for WB Darrell Cline, who manages all of the 

reservations.   (704) 791-9470 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 497 
MIDLAND, NC  28107 
 
MASONIC TEMPLE ADDRESS: 
9650 HIGHWAY 601 

UNION MASONIC LODGE #618,  
A.F .&A.M.  

 
Phone: NO PHONE SERVICE AT THE FACILITY 
Fax: NO FAX SERVICE AT THE FACILITY 
LODGE WEB SITE:  unionlodge618.com 

MAKING GOOD MEN BETTER. 

2B1ASK1 

Newsletter Editor:  R. Darrell Long, 
PM 
         Secretary of Union Lodge #618 

Send any constructive criticisms or 
comments to  
 rdarrell@earthlink.net 
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OFFICERS—2014 

First Row left to right:  Sen-
ior Steward, John Robert 

Nash;  Senior Deacon, Thom-
as Lathan Nash, Jr.; Junior 

Warden, Vincent Joseph 
D’Andrea; Master, Thomas 
Michael Little; Tyler, David 

Lee Warwick; Junior Deacon, 
David Gordon Nash.  Second 

Row left to right:  Junior 
Steward, Perry Lee Sams; 

Treasurer, Robert Lee Little; 
Secretary, Roger Darrell 

Long, PM; Senior Warden, 
Mitchell Allen Elliott; Chap-
lain, Douglas Eugene Martin, 

PM. 


